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Honors English IV, Vocabulary Lists 
1     A 
1.    ABDICATE to relinquish or give up 
2.    ABHOR to detest or hate 
3.   ABJURE  to recant solemnly 
4.   ABROGATE to abolish 
5.   ABSTEMIOUS eating and drinking in moderation 
6.   ABYSMAL without boundary or end 
7.   ACCENTUATE to emphasize 
8.   ACUMEN keenness of judgment or insight 
9.   ACCRUE to accumulate or grow 
10. ACRONYM  word formed by first letters in related words 
11. ADAMANT  unyielding or stubborn 
12.  ALLEVIATE to relieve 
13.  AMELIORATE to make a situation better 
14. ANTEBELLUM belonging to a period before a war 
15.  ANTIQUATED grown old or obsolete 
16. ARDENT passionate 
17. ASKANSE sideways 
18. ASUNDER split apart 
19.  AUGUST majestic 
20.  AUSPICIOUS marked by success 
  
2  B 
1. BELIE to misrepresent 
2. BELLICOSE warlike 
3. BOWDLERIZE to expurgate 
4. BALDERDASH nonsense 
5. BALLYHOO noisy demonstration 
6. BASTION fortress 
7. BATHOS sudden banality or letdown 
8. BEATITUDE condition of extreme bliss 
9. BEDLAM place of confusion or insanity 
10. BEFUDDLE to confuse 
11. BENEFACTOR one who helps or supports; patron 
12. BETROTH to vow to marry; allegiance 
13. BIGOT one who is intolerant of other beliefs or positions 
14. BLACKGUARD scoundrel 
15. BONAFIDE authentic 
16. BREACH opening or gap 
17. BREVITY shortness; conciseness 
18. BROMIDIC dull, trite or boring 
19. BROWBEAT to harass or oppress; bully 
20. BURGEON to expand or blossom 

3  C 

1. CACOPHONY unpleasant; discordant sounds 
2. CAESURA  deliberate pause in a line of poetry 
3. CALLIGRAPHY art of beautiful writing 
4. CALLOW juvenile; immature 
5. CALUMNY a malicious false accusation of a crime 
6. CANDOR honesty 
7. CAPRICIOUS impulsive or unpredictable 
8. CESSATION a stop, rest or ceasing of an activity 
9. CHARISMA extreme personal attractiveness 
10. CLEMENCY mercy, pardon or forgiveness 
11. COMBUSTIBLE flammable substance 
12. CONCUR to agree 
13. CONDONE to forgive or pardon 
14. CONTORT to twist or bend out of shape 
15. CONTUSION injury not breaking the skin; a bruise 
16. CONVIVIALITY having good humor or a jovial personality 
17. COPIOUS abundant 
18. COVERT secret 
19. CREDO formula of belief or philosophy 
20. CURTAIL to cut short 



4  D 

1. DAUNTLESS fearless; undismayed 
2. DEBONAIR charming, urbane or refined 
3. DEBRIS scattered remains 
4. DECLIVITY downward slope 
5. DECRY to express disapproval of 
6. DELECTIBLE delicious  
7. DENIZEN one who dwells within; inhabitant 
8. DESSICATE to dry up physically or emotionally 
9. DESULTORY unconnected or random 
10. DEVIOUS tricky or crafty 
11. DEVOID lacking or empty 
12. DIDACTIC educational or instructive 
13. DIFFIDENT reserved or shy 
14. DINT power, force or effort 
15. DISCREET capable or keeping a confidence or secret 
16. DISCRETE distinct or separate 
17. DISQUIET anxiety 
18. DOLEFUL sad or downcast 
19. DUBIOUS doubtful 
20. DYSPEPSIA indigestion 

5 E & F 

1.  EBULLIENT enthusiastic 
2.  EFFRONTERY boldness 
3.  ELUCIDATE to make clear; to explain thoroughly 
4.  EMINENSCE high distinction or honor 
5.  ENAMOR to inflame with love 
6.  ENVISAGE to create a mental picture of 
7.  ERUDITE  learned or intelligent 
8.  EVOKE to call forth or summon up 
9.  EXODUS departure from a place in a large group 
10. EXPEDITE to hasten or to accelerate 
11. EXPURGATE to purge or cleanse 
12. FACETIOUS witty, sporting joking 
13. FARCE ridiculous sham; mockery 
14. FAUNA animal life 
15. FELICITY happiness 
16. FERVID zealous 
17. FIAT absolute command 
18. FISCAL pertaining to financial matters 
19. FOIBLE trifling weakness; minor fault 
20. FRAY battle, brawl, riot 

6  G & H 

1. GALL effrontery 
2. GAMBIT strategic or calculated move; ploy 
3. GARRULOUS talkative 
4. GAUNT emaciated or haggard 
5. GIBE sarcastic remark 
6. GLUTTONOUS given to excessive eating 
7. GRATIS freely; for nothing; without pay 
8. GRISLY terrible or gruesome in appearance 
9. GUFFAW loud outburst of laughter 
10. GULLIBLE easily deceived 
11.  HACKNEYED worn-out or overused 
12.  HAIKU Japanese poem comprised of 17 syllables 
13.  HALLOWED holy or revered 
14.  HAPLESS unlucky 
15.  HERBIVOROUS  feeding on vegetation 
16.  HERCULEAN tremendous in size, strength or courage 
17.  HEW to cut with a heavy blow 
18.  HOODWINK to blindfold or deceive 
19.  HORS D’OUEVRE appetizer  
20.  HUBBUB confused noise or many voices

7  I
1. IDIOSYNCRASY peculiar habit or custom
2. IDYLLIC  pastoral, peaceful, rural
3. ILK family, sort or kind
4. ILLICIT prohibited 
5. IMBIBE to drink
6. IMPASSE dead end
7. IMPROMPTU unplanned, spontaneous
8. INCOGNITO disguised
9. INDOLENT lazy
10. INKLING suspicion
11. INSIDIOUS treacherous
12. INSIPID boring
13. INTREPID  fearless, undaunted
14. INVALID one disable by disease
15. INVEIGH to make a verbal attack
16. IOTA very small quantity 
17. IRATE angry or incensed 
18. ITINERANT traveling from place to place; wandering
19. INEFFABLE unable to be expressed in words
20. INFIDEL unbeliever
8  J, K & L
1. JADED worn out by experience; cynical 
2. JEER  to make malicious fun of;  to scoff or sneer 
3. JAUNTY sporty, perky or stylish in manner
4. JUGGERNAUT massive force that cannot be stopped
5. JUXTAPOSITION state of being placed side by side 
6. KEEN having a sharp point or edge
7. KLEPTOMANIAC one who impulsively steals without cause
8. KNAVE false, deceitful person
9. KUDOS glory or fame
10. LACHRYMOSE tearful or mournful
11. LANGUISH to become weak or feeble
12. LACKLUSTER dull
13. LASCIVIOUS lustful or lewd
14. LEXICON vocabulary
15. LISSOME flexible
16. LOQUACIOUS talkative
17. LOUT awkward person or buffoon
18. LUCRATIVE highly profitable
19. LUMINOUS light-giving or radiant 
20. LOATHE to dislike greatly
9.  M 
1. MACABRE pertaining to death
2. MALADY  physical disorder or disease
3. MALLEABLE capable of being shaped
4. MAR to deface or disfigure
5. MAXIM concise expression of a general rule or principle
6. MEA CULPA phrase meaning “my fault”
7. MELANCHOLY  gloomy or depressed
8. MENDACIOUS given to lying or being false
9. MELD to merge
10. METICULOUS extremely careful over details
11. MISANTHROPE hater of mankind
12. MODICUM small, moderate or limited quantity 
13. MOTE small particle or speck
14. MOTIF recurring theme in an artistic work
15. MUSTER to call forth; an inspection
16. MUTABLE capable of being altered in form
17. MYRIAD indefinitely great number
18. MOMENTOUS critical or crucial 
19. MODUS OPERANDI method of procedure
20. MISHAP unfortunate accident 
10 N
1. NATAL of or pertaining to one’s birth
2. NEBULOUS hazy, vague or indistinct
3. NEFARIOUS extremely wicked or heinous
4. NICETY feature of polite society

5. NOMADIC wandering, roving, or pastoral
6. NONPAREIL paragon; person or thing of peerless excellence
7. NONPLUS to baffle or confuse
8. NON SEQUITUR conclusion that doesn’t follow the argument
9. NOSTALGIA longing to return to some past period of time
10. NOTARIZE to certify or authenticate a document
11. NOTORIOUS notable in a bad sense
12. NOUVEAU RICHE newly rich
13. NOVICE a beginner
14. NUANCE delicate degree of difference in color, sound, etc.
15. NULLIFY to make void
16. NUPTIALS wedding or marriage
17. NONDESCRIPT of no particular type, class or kind
18. NOMINAL existing in name only; not real
19. NONCHALANCE coolness or indifference
20. NAUTICAL pertaining to ships or sailors
11  O
1. OBDURATE  stubborn; unyielding
2. OBJURGATE to unbraid, chide or castigate
3. OBLITERATE to destroy
4. OBSEQUIOUS cringing; sycophantic 
5. OBSOLETE no longer in use; out of date
6. OBSTREPEROUS difficult to control; boisterous 
7. OCCLUDE to shut in or out; obstruct
8. OCULAR pertaining to the eye
9. ODIOUS hateful or offensive
10. OLFACTORY pertaining to the sense of smell
11. OMINOUS foreboding or portending evil
12. OMNISCIENT all-knowing
13. ONUS burden
14. OPULENCE wealth; affluence 
15. ORNATE elaborately decorated
16. OSCILLATE to swing back and forth
17. OSTENTATIOUS showy or pretentious 
18. OSTRACISE to exile or banish by popular decision
19. OVERT plain to the view; apparent; obvious
20. ORDINANCE rule or law
12  P
1. PALATABLE agreeable to the taste or palate
2. PALLID deficient in color; pale
3. PALTRY trifling; worthless; trivial
4. PANACEA a cure-all
5. PARABLE short allegorical story used to convey a moral truth
6. PARAGON model of excellence
7. PARITY equality in status
8. PARSIMONIOUS extremely stingy 
9. PASSE outdated; antiquated
10. PECCADILLO  small fault
11. PECUNIARY of or relating to money
12. PENURY extreme poverty
13. PERILOUS full of danger; hazardous
14. PERNICIOUS injurious, hurtful or deadly
15. PIOUS religious; devout
16. POTPOURRI mixture;  miscellaneous collection
17. PRAGMATIC dealing with practical or fact-related matters
18. PRECARIOUS exposed to risk or danger
19. PROBITY strict adherence to high standards or principles
20. PROGENY offspring; family descendants
13  Q & R
1. QUAFF to drink copiously or greedily
2. QUAGMIRE difficult situation
3. QUALM scruple or sense of conscience;  uneasiness
4. QUANDARY state of puzzlement or perplexity
5. QUARREL altercation or angry dispute
6. QUASI seeming; not having all of the features it professes to have
7. QUELL to subdue;  vanquish or suppress
8. QUERULOUS habitually complaining
9. QUID PRO QUO one thing in return for another
10. QUIP sarcastic remark
11. QUIXOTIC absurdly romantic or impracticable 
12. RACONTEUR storyteller
13. RAIMENT poetic term for clothing; garments
14. RAPPORT harmonious relation
15. RAZE to tear down completely
16. RECLUSE person who leads a solitary life apart from society
17. REDRESS setting right again;  righting what is wrong
18. REPOSE rest; quiet; freedom from disturbance
19. RILE to make angry
20. RUEFUL full of pity or compassion
14  S
1. SALUBRIOUS healthy; wholesome
2. SATIATE to satisfy completely
3. SCALAWAG rogue or rascal
4. SCHISM division or split in a group
5. SAVOIR_FAIRE talent for saying or doing the right thing socially
6.  SECLUDE to isolate; separate; withdraw; shut off
7. SEDULOUS diligent; industrious 
8. SERENDIPITY ability to make lucky; unexpected discoveries
9. SHODDY inferior; second rate
10. SHUN to avoid deliberately
11. SLOTH laziness
12. SOMBER dark; gloomy
13. STIGMA mark of disgrace
14. STYMIE to impede; to stand in the way
15. SUB ROSA secretly
16. SUCCINCT concise
17. SUNDRY various; miscellaneous
18. SURROGATE substitute 
19. SYMMETRY balanced proportions
20. SYNCHRONICITY occurring at the same time
15 T
1.  TACITURN disinclined to speak; reserved
2.  TAWDRY cheap or gaudy in appearance
3. TEEMING overflowing; abundant
4. TEMPUS FUGIT “time flies”
5. TENACIOUS stubborn; obstinate
6. TENUOUS fragile; flimsy
7. THWART to oppose; to stand in the way of
8. TIMOROUS easily frightened; hesitant
9. TIRADE verbal attack; diatribe
10. TORPOR sluggishness; lethargy; apathy
11. TRADUCE to slander or to disgrace
12. TRAPPINGS dress that indicates a person’s trade or nationality
13. TREACHEROUS disloyal; traitorous
14. TREK an arduous journey
15. TRILATERAL three-sided 
16. TRITE  dull; hackneyed; boring
17. TRUANT one who skips school;  laggard
18. TRYST rendezvous;  prearranged secret meeting
19. TWAIN two of anything; couple
20. TYRO one who is beginning to learn a skill;  neophyte  
16 U & V
1. UBIQUITOUS being or appearing to be everywhere at once
2. ULTIMATUM a final demand or condition
3. UMBRAGE suspicion that one has been slighted or injured
4. UNABASHED unembarrassed
5. UNCOUTH awkward or clumsy
6. UNFURROWED smooth
7. UNKEMPT disheveled; untidy
8. URBAN of or pertaining to a city
9. URBANE suave; refined; cultured
10. UTOPIA imaginary, ideal state
11. VALOR strength of mind in resisting danger
12. VAUNT to boast or brag about
13. VEHEMENT passionate often characterized by violence
14. VERACITY truthfulness; correctness
15. VERBATIM word for word
16. VIE to strive for superiority
17. VISAGE face; appearance
18. VISTA distant view
19. VIVACIOUS lively; sprightly
20. VULPINE cunning or crafty
17-18 W-Z
1. WAFT to carry or bear through water or air
2. WAN colorless; pale
3. WANE to decrease; to be diminished
4. WARMONGER one who advocates or seeks out war
5. WASTREL spendthrift

6. WEAL prosperity; success
7. WHEEDLE to entice or to coax
8. WHET to make sharp, keen or eager
9. WHIM odd or fanciful turn of mind
10. WHIPPING BOY scapegoat
11. WILE trickery or cunning
12. WINDFALL unexpected piece of good fortune
13. WINSOME pleasing, charming or engaging
14. WISTFUL wishful or longing
15. WONT custom, habit or practice
16. WRACK destruction or ruin
17. WRATH fierce anger or rage
18. WREAK to execute or inflict
19. WRITHE to twist out of shape or position
20. WRY grimly humorous; ironic
21. XENOPHOBIA abnormal fear of foreigners or foreign things
22. YOKEL rustic or country bumpkin;  gullible person
23. ZANY clown or buffoon 
24. ZEAL ardent interest in the pursuit of anything
25. ZENITH highest point or culmination
