Newton Honors English IV

Independent Shakespearean Reading and Film Project

Introduction:  The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to perform an in-depth study of another Shakespearean tragedy or comedy of your choice that we, as a class, will not have the time to cover together in class.  Also, you will be able to make meaningful comparisons/contrasts of the play and a movie version of that play.  

Your mission:  Choose one of the following Shakespearean works to read:

Othello, King Lear, The Merchant of Venice, The Tempest, Twelfth Night, The Taming of the Shrew, or Much Ado About Nothing.  Check in the library or online to read a brief introduction to see which play interests you the most.  You will need to purchase your own paperback copy of one of these plays to use as you read, as you will be required to mark important passages and make notes in the margins of the book as you read. 

Logistics:  Type or write (neatly) in blue or black ink, on one side only, and double space;  Note page numbers where information can be found in the text.  Please create a cover page for your project as well as a Table of Contents section (label each assignment with the corresponding pages number listed).  Your project must be put together in the following order:

Part One:  Once you have acquired the play, you will be required to create your own study booklet for your play using the following requirements:

1. Read thoroughly the play you have chosen, making notes and marking important soliloquies throughout the play.  On the due date (TBA), you will recite what you perceive as the most important soliloquy (at least 15 lines) and orally explain its significance to the class.  If you choose this section, you may omit sections 2 and 5—but you are still required to do the rest of the requirements.  

2. Give a brief scene by scene summary of plot events (1-2 paragraphs per scene unless the scene is particularly short—less than a page long).

3. Create a set of study guide questions for your chosen play.  Each scene should have at least 3 questions (and a separate sheet with the answers) that revolve around plot narrative, character motivations, setting, and/or themes.  

4. Give a characterization of the main characters and any significant secondary characters.  Your characterization should include role in the plot, relationship to others, occupation, background, personality traits, and any other significant/relevant information.  

5. Discuss the themes of the play.  What was the author’s point in writing the play?  What is the central idea of the play?  What is the moral or lesson to be learned from the play?  You should thoroughly discuss at least three distinct themes.  

6. Create at least 5 good discussion questions and answer them thoroughly in a paragraph or two—including quotations for support. 

7. Create one thoughtful and insightful essay question and answer it in essay form (at least 5 strong paragraphs).  Cite specific examples and quotations from the text to support.  

Part Two:             Rent (or check out from the local library) a movie version of the play  

                             (there are several to choose from for certain plays).  Prepare a 4-5 page

 

formal analysis of the film.  Compare and contrast the play and the film. 



What was done well?  What was done poorly?  What scenes were left out?



What was added?  Was it what you expected?  You should address the 



character portrayals, the interpretation of the setting, the accuracy of the



plot, the evidence of themes, and your personal response.  

