	Senior Independent Study/ English IV

Introduction:  Life happens but not without you.  Throughout these seventeen or eighteen years, you have developed a set of values and ideas that are all your own.  These have come from family, friends, teachers, neighbors, and the list goes on.  As you leave the world of high school, you may be asked to make many decisions based on those values.  (You have already made many decisions like this in your lifetime.)  This independent study is designed to help you clarify your values so that you will gain a better understanding of yourself and your feelings about life.  My hope is that after creating this project you will create a keepsake, self reflect, and possibly learn something about yourself.   This should allow you to show your unique spirit—I want to see the candid you.    

Instructions: You will need to create a special folder for these materials and at the end of the semester you will turn in this completed project in a notebook with a cover creatively reflective of you.  All rough drafts (turned in each Friday need to be handwritten and all final copies placed in the final notebook must be typed.)  One rough draft (on notebook paper) and creative divider for that section will be due each Friday.  Your final notebook will be graded on neatness, originality, and completeness.  Writing assignments will be graded grammatically.  It is not sufficient that you merely do all of the assignments, it is necessary that you do them all seriously and completely. The grade will be the equivalent of two tests to be determined at the end of the semester.  


Week One: Organization: 
1. Title page--Center on the page: Senior Independent Project, Newton English IV, Your name, and date turned in.  
2. Table of Contents--Number each page of the project at the top-right. The Table of Contents and divider pages should not be numbered.  
Headings for the Contents:  
     Resume, Philosophy, I Wonder, Sentence Completions, Pictures, Poems, Song Connection, Character, Quotes, Proud of, Believe in, Letter to Self, Thoughts, My Poem, and Coat of Arms 
3.    Divider Pages—DO NOT number these pages 
A.   You need to include a divider page for each week for each section. 
B.    These pages should be originally designed and colorful 
4.    Body of Booklet 
A.   Keep all your work in the order it is given on the assignment sheet (s). 
B.   Be sure to number each page—some sections will require more than one page.   
5.    You must type all the final copies for the writing assignments. 
6.    Be NEAT with all your work and keep your work ORGANIZED according to these instructions.    
7.    Final copies should be in font no larger than 12 pt. Times Roman Numeral. 
10.  Any pictures or information taken from the Internet or any other source MUST be cited!!!  FAILURE TO DO SO WILL RESULT IN AN OVERALL GRADE OF “0”


The Sections: 
Week Two:  

Resume:  This should be a DETAILED and professional resume that you could use upon your graduation from high school.  Include your objective (what job you hope to apply for), previous work experience, education, related skills, special interests and at least three references.  


Week Three:
Philosophy :  Write your philosophy of life by writing one well-developed sentence (not a short, simple sentence of three or four words) about each of the following words.  I don’t want a definition—I want you to define what these words mean to you…personalize them…what is fun for you?  You will use this later in another assignment so make sure you save a copy.
1. fun  2.  love  3.  faith  4.  ambition  5.  hate  6.  anger  7.  pride  8. money  9. work  10. family  11.  society  12.  friends  13. school  14.  religion  15.  death  16.  marriage  17.  education  18.  future  19.  desire  20.  dishonesty 


Week Four: 

I Wonder: Write ten “I wonder” statements about things you really wonder about.  (Example: “I wonder why that wide-eyed eagerness to learn with which first graders usually enter school is gone when students reach high school.)  ***Number each, and skip a line between each.  GO INTO DETAIL  (No short, choppy sentences.) 

Week Five: 

Sentence Completions: Complete the following sentences (number each and skip a line between each.  Be sure to write the part of the sentence just as it is on this sheet THEN add your thoughts. 
1. Some people seem only to want to…    2. People can hurt my feelings most by… 
3. I get angry when…  4. I feel happiest of all when… 5. My major goal in life is… 
6. The greatest crime one man can do toward another is…  7. My greatest fear is… 
8. If I could have one wish, it would be…  9. If I could erase one word from the dictionary it would be… 10.  My greatest strength is… 11. If I could do one thing to improve mankind, it would be… 12. The thing I would most want to be remembered for after leaving high school is… 13. If I could talk with one person from the past, it would be…   14.  If I could change one thing about myself, it would be… You will use this later in another assignment so make sure you save a copy.


Week Six:   

Pictures: Find three pictures that illustrate things that you value.  One should be a photo of you from your past.  Write an explanation beneath each picture.  Under each picture, you should provide an explanation which should be ONE HALF PAGE (at least 12 typed lines).  
Week Seven:  
Poems: Find three poems that reflect things that you value.  Copy the poems into your booklet. After each poem, write an explanation as to why you chose each of the poems.  These explanations should be ONE HALF PAGE (at least 12 typed lines).
  
Week Eight:  
Song: Choose one song that you feel best represents your outlook on the world as you finish high school.  List the lyrics, the artist (a brief biography on the artist), and a one-half page explanation of how this song fits your outlook.  Remember to cite any outside information.


Week Nine: 
Fictional Character: Choose a fictional character (from a piece of literature) whom you think is most like you and write a HALF PAGE  (at least 12 typed lines) explaining the similarities.  Include a picture of this person/character. 

Week Ten: 
Quotes: Often people make statements that are very meaningful to us as individuals.  Many of these statements or quotations become famous; others just remain in our memories.  Choose three quotations that contain something of value to you.  Copy the quote (be sure to include the name of the source).  Explain what each quote means to you.  These should be a HALF PAGE explanation of each quote (at least 12 typed lines). 

Week Eleven: 
Proud Of : Write ONE PAGE about something that you are proud of.  This is not a boastful bragging kind of pride.  It is, instead, the “I really feel good about…” or “I cherish this aspect of my life…” kind of pride. This should be written in newspaper article format complete with heading and picture. 
 
Week Twelve: 
Belief: Find an editorial (an article that expresses an opinion on a controversial topic) from a web page,  newspaper or magazine that supports one of your strongest beliefs.  Copy and paste this article (again, be sure to cite the source). Finally, write ONE PAGE about how you formed this opinion.  

Week Thirteen: 
Letter: Write a letter to yourself in ten years.  What do you think you will be doing?  Tell yourself what’s going on in your life.  ONE PAGE TYPED  

Week Fourteen: 
Thoughts:  Think for a few minutes about yourself and your values.  Write the thoughts which come to your mind, including people and ideas.  Have a separate paragraph for each of the following: kind of person you are, types of friends you have, values (such as honesty, faithfulness, determination, etc.) that you have demonstrated, your job, your family, etc.  This should be at least ONE PAGE in length. 


Week Fifteen: 
Your Poem: Write a poem relating to your experiences at South Stanly High School.  This should be divided into four stanzas—one for each of your years here (or at another school.   The lines don’t necessarily have to rhyme—just include memories and images from your high school years.  Be sure to give it a title. 

Week Sixteen:  
Coat of Arms:  People in the British Middle Ages had a Coat of Arms.  Design your own coat of arms.  Divide your coat of arms into sections and add appropriate pictures, drawings, or symbols according to the questions below.  Add color if you want.  This should be put on a clean sheet of typing paper.  
i. What symbol metaphorically depicts your life? ii. What animal is characteristic of your personality? iii. What is a personal motto that you live by? iv. What do you know the most about? v. What three words best describe you?


Week Seventeen:  Final Typing and Revising          
That is it.  We will be taking some class time to complete some of the project – so be ready to work on those days.  But most of the work should be done outside of class…one section each week.  My hope is that you get to know yourself a little better by completing this project.  Sometimes it is not very easy to look into the mirror and truly evaluate the person looking back.  I hope that this project gives you the confidence to begin your journey into the "real world" knowing whom the person is that others will see. 



Senior Project Grading Sheet:  (DO NOT LOSE THIS SHEET!)

Name: 

Semester: Spring/Fall


Senior Independent Project Grading Notes: 
Each section graded upon completeness, content & creativity.  Each day one of these sections is late, it will cost you one point for that section. A=5, B=4, C=3, D=2, F=1/0 

1. Organization:  Notebook, Cover Sheet, Table of Contents, Dividers:  of 5 

2. Resume: of 5 

3. Philosophy: of 5 

4. I Wonder: of 5 

5. Sentence Completions: of 5 

6. 3 Pictures/Explanations: of 5 

7. 3 Poems/Explanations:  of 5 

8. Song Connection: of 5 

9. Fictional Character: of 5 

10. 3 Quotes/Explanations: of 5 

11. Proud Of: of 5 

12. Belief Editorial: of 5 

13. Letter to Self: of 5 

14. Thoughts: of 5 

15. Original Poem: of 5 

16. Coat of Arms: of 5 

17. Final Editing: Typed, creativity of overall project, neatness, originality, form, completeness:  of 20 


--points out of 100 total possible 

Score: 

Additional Notes:
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