Of Mice and Men Discussion Questions
Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of notebook paper.  Support your answers thoroughly with details and examples from the text.  Enjoy!  
1. Discuss the significance of the book’s title.
2. What are the strengths and weaknesses of George and Lennie’s relationship?

3. What does it mean that Slim’s ear heard more than what was said to him?

4. What is the importance of the death of Candy’s dog? Why does Candy feel he should have shot his dog himself?

5. Why does George insist on keeping the plans with Candy and Lennie for the dream farm a secret?

6. Why does Curley start a fight with Lennie? Why does George tell Lennie to hit him back?

7. Why is the dream recited repeatedly?
8. Why does Crooks tell Lennie that George might abandon him?

9. Why does Crooks withdraw his part in the dream farm?

10. Why does Curley’s wife pursue Lennie?

11. Why does George repeat the dream to Lennie one last time before he shoots him?

12. Why doesn’t Slim share in the other men’s dreams?

13. Why does George shoot Lennie? Is this action justified?

14. Is Curley’s wife to blame for Lennie’s death?

15. What kind of future does George face without Lennie?

16. Discuss the significance of the book beginning and ending at the pond?

17. Why does Carlson get the last word?

18. Discuss ways in which John Steinbeck argues that “the best-laid plans of Mice and Men” often go wrong. 

19. This novella dates from 1937 - does it still have anything to say to us? Who are the “loneliest guys in the world” today? Are we more or less able to realize our dreams than the characters in this story? 
20. Discuss Of Mice and Men as a tragedy.
