Choose a topic that is a “learning s-t-r-e-t-c-h” for you.  That means that you have little, if any, prior knowledge of your subject.  It should be a topic in which you have a genuine interest and one the raises questions in your mind.
Your topic should require extensive research that will challenge you to comprehend and synthesize information from a variety of sources.

Your topic must involve “hands-on” learning.  You should have in mind a possible product and a possible mentor when you choose your topic, as your product must be closely related to your research paper.

Remember that it must be a topic that can be initiated and completed with evidence of your effort within a given amount of time.  Be sure you are willing to stay with this topic for a period of two years.
The Four Pathways

· Personal Interests

· What activity/event consumes a lot of your time/thought?
· What hobby interests you?

· What activities do you enjoy?

· What are your personal beliefs/passions?

· Careers

· What career path are you planning to take?

· If you could do any job in the world, regardless of education requirements, salary, location, what would it be?
· How much education are you willing to pursue for a career?

· How important is income to your career choice?

· Is your career choice more prevalent in certain locations than others?
· Community Service Learning

· Are you or have you ever been a volunteer?  Where?
· What local issues concern you?

· If you could change one policy/problem in the world, what would it be?

· What do you think is the most important issue in today’s world?

· Is the betterment of society a concern of yours?  Why?

· Do you enjoy hands-on learning?

· Are you drawn to projects of other peoples’ creation or do you like to create and implement your own?

· Academic Interests
· What school subjects interest you?

· Do you consider yourself more kinesthetic, visual, auditory, or verbal?

· What teacher has been an inspiration to you?

· What subject would you like to know more about?
· What is your academic passion?

One of the North Carolina Graduation Project’s main objective is to create a real-world experience which implements practices of life skills.  

Promoted Skills

· Communication skills

· Computer knowledge

· Employability skills

· Information-retrieval skills

· Language skills—Reading

· Language skills—Writing

· Teamwork

· Thinking/Problem-solving skills

