The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Summary 1st section

Huck Finn is the son of the town drunk and has been taken away by the courts from his father.  Huck’s mother is deceased.  He is now in the custody of the Widow Douglas and Miss Watson (they are sisters).  Huck doesn’t care for the living arrangements because they are always trying to “sivilize” him.  He must wear clean, uncomfortable clothes (ie. no overalls) and can’t walk around barefooted.  He must speak properly and attend school.  He is given daily lessons on the Bible and has to say daily prayers.  He isn’t allowed to smoke his pipe or cuss.  


Huck’s father, known as “Pap,” had disappeared for a two year period of time.  He shows up in town and demands custody of Huck because Huck has a lot of money in a trust fund.  He is not given custody, so he kidnaps Huck and takes him to a run-down shanty by the Mississippi River.  Huck enjoys this change of scenery because he doesn’t have to go to school, he sleeps in, he is able to smoke his pipe, etc.  The only drawback is that Pap beats Huck on a regular basis and often locks him in the shanty for days at a time.  Huck’s luck changes when he finds a saw in the rafters and makes a small hole in the side corner of the shanty and covers the hole with a horse blanket carelessly tossed in that corner.  He is able to come and go as he pleases without Pap knowing it.  His dilemma is that he cannot leave permanently because Pap will come looking for him.  He must devise a plan.  One of his plans is to simply kill Pap.  He waits for Pap to come home from one of his visits to the local bar but ends up falling asleep with a gun in his hand.  This is where your section of reading begins.


Read Chapters 7 & 8.  Due 

Summary 2nd section


As you know, Huck encounters Jim (Miss Watson’s slave) on Jackson’s Island, and they form a partnership.  Jim begins to show concern for Huck in a fatherly-type of way.  For example, he does not allow Huck to view a dead body that they discover on a floating houseboat.  From this houseboat, Huck and Jim take several household items (pots/pans, clothes, a little money).  Huck dresses up in girl’s clothing and decides to go into town to see what people are saying about his own supposed “death” and Jim’s escape.  When he returns to the island, he and Jim decide to leave Jackson’s Island because he heard a rumor that Jackson’s Island was going to be searched (someone reported seeing smoke from Jim and Huck’s campfire).  Huck and Jim decide to travel down the Mississippi River at night and hide in thick bushes to sleep during the day.  They do this because they are afraid that Jim will be captured as a runaway slave. Huck and Jim have acquired a raft that includes a fire pit and shelter, which makes travel along the river much more comfortable.  Huck and Jim have chosen a particular destination along the river.  This is where your section of reading begins.


Read Chapters 15 & 16.  Due 

***At this point, Mark Twain stopped writing the novel for two years.  Section 3 begins at the point where Mark Twain began writing again.  Notice how the tone and characters seem to have changed.***

Summary 3rd section


When Jim and Huck are separated by the steamboat crash, Huck is taken in by a family called the Grangerfords.  The Grangerfords have been feuding with a family called the  Shepherdsons for over thirty years.  Huck lives with the Grangerfords for a few days until a Grangerford daughter runs away to elope with a Shepherdson son.  The families fight each other and totally wipe each other out.  Huck feels guilty because he had prior knowledge of the elopement but did not tell anyone.  While Huck has been living with the family, Jim has been hiding in a swamp and has been taken care of by the Grangerfords’ slaves.  Huck and Jim leave together to continue their travels.


Huck and Jim have stopped along the shore and are getting ready to shove off again when two scam artists are being run out of a small town.  The two men run to the river’s edge, jump on the raft and insist that Huck and Jim “Hurry!”  The two scam artists claim to be a king and a duke who were robbed of their rightful wealth in England, but, of course, they are not really royalty.  They use these titles in an effort to get Huck and Jim to wait on them hand and foot and to provide transportation.  The king and the duke cheat people out of their money at various towns along the river.  Huck and Jim go along with the king and the duke because they fear the king and duke could make trouble for Jim.  


As they are drifting down the river, they encounter a young man on a dock who is waiting for a steamboat.  The king and duke begin to question him about his hometown (perhaps they will go there to begin another scam?).  This young man proceeds to talk about the death of a rich man in town.  This sets up the next scam for the king and the duke! The king and the duke question the young man in detail about the rich man’s friends and family.  The rich man’s brothers live in England and have never been to the U.S., but they are coming for the funeral and to claim the huge estate.  Since nobody in town has met the brothers, the king and the duke will pretend to be the rich man’s brothers so they can claim the extensive inheritance.  They decide to get to the town right away because nobody knows when the real brother will actually arrive.  

    Read Chapters 25-30.  Due 

Summary 4th section


Even though Huck and Jim try to shake loose of the king and duke, they are unable to do so.  Instead, they continue to travel from small town to small town in an effort to cheat more people.  The king and duke are not making a lot of money, so the king reveals Jim’s whereabouts for $40 to a man who will attempt to collect reward money for Jim.  While the king and duke are still in town, Huck hides the raft and claims that it was stolen.  The king and the duke no longer have any need for Huck (they were using him as a means of transportation) and bid him goodbye.  Before they part, though, Huck tricks the duke into revealing the name of the man (Silas Phelps) who took Jim.  


Huck spends a few moments debating whether or not Jim would be better off as a slave or as a runaway seeking freedom.  He suspects that his involvement is considered to be not only a crime but also a sin.  He even contemplates writing a letter to Miss Watson and telling her who has Jim.  Then, Huck realizes that Jim is his friend and is willing to risk going to Hell in order to help Jim.


Huck goes to the plantation of Silas Phelps.  He is immediately mistaken to be his own best friend, Tom Sawyer.  It just so happens that Phelps is Tom’s uncle and is expecting Tom to visit!  Uncle Silas and Aunt Sally do not realize that Huck is not Tom because the last time they saw Tom, he was a small child.  Huck intercepts Tom when he arrives and explains Jim’s situation.  Tom agrees to help Huck, and Tom pretends to be his own brother, Sid Sawyer.  The boys devise a plan to “rescue” Jim before he is shipped back to Miss Watson. 


Read Chapters 34-end.  Due 

