Essay Type:  Research: Hamlet Themes
Due Date:  Rough Draft due in daybook; Final Draft due _________ 

Length Requirement:  500-750 words (2 ½ pages typed, double-spaced, or 3-5 pages in Daybook) 

Format Requirements:  Introduction (with strong thesis), two-three body paragraphs, conclusion; cite at least three sources that supports your argument in MLA format and include Works Cited Page.  One source will be the play itself, the other two should be reputable (with title, author, etc.) web sites.  
Choose ONE of the following topics:   

1. Identify and discuss the theme of sanity versus insanity in the play.  Is Hamlet really crazy? He says that he is pretending to put on “an antic disposition” to appear mad to others, but is that as far as it goes?  Some say it is more than just an act.  Additionally, discuss Ophelia’s madness.  

2. Identify and discuss the theme of love in this story.  Does Hamlet really love Ophelia?  He says he does and he says he doesn’t?  Find textual and source support for one side of the argument.  

3. Revenge is a very important theme in this story.  Explain how the entire play depends on this theme both personally and politically.  
4. Identify and discuss the theme of decay and corruption in terms of personal and political examples from the play.  

5. Identify and discuss the theme of appearance versus reality in this play.  
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