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The Great Gatsby Essay Questions

On the following page, plan (outline) and draft an essay (four to five paragraphs) on one of the following topics based upon your reading of this novel.  Offer as much support as possible from the book (you may use your book for quotation support) and be sure to include a strong thesis, cohesive transitions, topic sentences, and try to incorporate some of the vocabulary you’ve learned this semester.  This will be your final formal essay of the semester—so make it your very best!  (  

Topic One: Compare the characters of Nick and Gatsby. One critic has compared Nick and Gatsby in the following way: "Nick’s mind is conservative and historical, as is his lineage; Gatsby’s is radical and apocalyptic—as rootless as his heritage. Nick is too much immersed in time and reality; Gatsby is hopelessly out of it. Nick is always withdrawing, while Gatsby pursues the green light. Nick can’t be hurt, but neither can he be happy. Gatsby can experience ecstasy, but his fate is necessarily tragic." Write an essay either in support or disagreement with this estimation.

Topic Two:  Discuss Gatsby’s idealism, pointing out its origins, its growth, and its end in the novel. Philosophically, idealism places reality not in the material world but in a world of ideas.

Topic Three:  Analyze Nick’s attitudes toward Gatsby. Nick says that Gatsby "represented everything for which I have an unaffected scorn," and yet he also says that Gatsby "turned out all right at the end," and he tells Gatsby that he is "worth the whole damn bunch put together." What prompted the disparities in his feelings?

Topic Four:  Using the descriptions of 1920s society from the novel, analyze Fitzgerald’s satirical portrait of modern society.

Topic Five:  One critic has written that "the theme of Gatsby is the withering of the American Dream." Write an essay which outlines the evidence you can find in the novel which supports this contention.
Topic Six:   “Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by year recedes before us. It eluded us then, but that's no matter--tomorrow we will run faster, stretch out our arms farther. . . . And one fine morning----So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past.”            Taken from the end of the novel, this is one of the most famous lines in American literature.  What does this mean and how does this quote pertain to the novel’s theme.   Does it relate to our lives and society today?  Explain.  

Essay Answer:  Topic Choice:  
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