Study Guide:  The Crystal Cave, by Mary Stewart   
Name ________________________


Date _____________________

PROLOGUE:  THE PRINCE OF DARKNESS

1. How old was the young man who was being chased?  

2.  Who does the young man meet and what does he tell this person of his plans?  

3. What does the woman tell the young man?  

BOOK I:  THE DOVE

       1.  Who is the narrator of this book?    

2. Who is Camlach?  

3.   What was Merlin’s secret hiding place and what did he call it?  

4. Why does Gorlan of Lanascol come to the castle? 

5. What secret does Merlin’s mother persist in keeping? 

6. Who is Niniane?  

7. Who is Dinias?  

8. At the end of Chapter 2, what did Camlach try to do to Merlin and why?  

9. Who is Cerdic?  

10.  In Chapter 3, what does Cerdic tell Merlin about doves?  What is his warning? 

11. Describe the Crystal Cave in detail.  

12. Who is Galapas and what does he do for Merlin? 

13. In Chapter 7, how much time has passed?  

14. At the end of Chapter 7, what does Galapas tell Merlin he should do?  

15. Who is Merlin’s grandfather going to meet?  (Chapter 8) 

16. In Chapter 8, how old is Merlin?  

17. In Chapter 8, explain who the following people are AND their relationship or connection with each other.  King Constantius, King Vortigern, Ambrosius, King Budec and Uther.  

18. In Chapter 9, who is Queen Rowena introduced as?  

19. In Chapter 9, explain what happened concerning a dove and a merlin and what 

was revealed to Merlin.  

20. In Chapter 10, what happened to Merlin’s grandfather?  How did it happen? 

21. What happened to Cerdic and why did it happen?  

22. What does Niniane ask of Camlach?  

23. At the end of Chapter 10, what prediction does Galapas make?  

24. In Chapter 11, what does Merlin do for Cerdic?  

25. Why does Merlin leave the castle?  

26. Who are Marric and Hanno and what do they do to Merlin?  

27. In Book I, who, in your opinion, was the dove?  Explain your answer.  

BOOK II: THE FALCON

1. Why do Hanno and Marric plan to take Merlin to Ambrosius? 

2. What does Merlin decide he must do?  

3. In Chapter 2, what does Merlin “see”?  

4. In Chapter 3, what did Merlin “see”?  

5. What happened to Merlin at the end of Chapter 3?  

6. In Chapter 4, why did Merlin say to the newcomer, “It was you, You saw me…”?

7. Who is the leader of the men?  

8. Who is Ambrosius’ brother?  

9. Who does Merlin tell Ambrosius his father is?  

10. What are the plans for Ambrosius and Uther’s future? 

Who is Cadal and what is his “job” now?  

11. What reasons did Merlin give Ambrosius for leaving home?  

12. What other name did Merlin have?  

13. What request does Merlin make of Ambrosius?  

14. Who does Merlin say Camlach is going to join forces with? 

15. Who did Merlin say he got his “Sight” from?

16. Who was Belasius? 

17. How is Merlin being treated?  

18. Where are Merlin and Cadal going and what warning does Belasius give? 

19. After Merlin is thrown from Aster, what promise does he give Cadal?  

20. Who is Ulfin?  

21. In Chapter 9, what does Merlin witness?  

22. What does Merlin learn about Belasius?  

23. What offering had they made to their goddess?  

24. Who finds Merlin?  

25. What special thing does Merlin wear and what does this make Uther suspect 

about Merlin?  

26. What does Merlin foresee about his death?  

27. What does Merlin predict about his power?  

28. What news about Merlin does Cadal let slip?  

29. Who is Merlin’s father? 

30. Why did Uther dislike Merlin so much?  

31. Towards the end of Chapter 11, what conflicting religious references are made? 

.  

32. At the beginning of Chapter 12, what does Merlin “see”?  

33. What question does Merlin ask Ambrosius?  

34. What do we learn of the circumstances concerning Ambrosius and Niniane’s meeting?  

35. What cave does Niniane take Ambrosius to?  

36. Why wouldn’t Niniane go with Ambrosius?  

37. Why didn’t Ambrosius ever return for Niniane?  

38. What does Merlin call Ambrosius?  

39. On page 174, what does Ambrosius say about Merlin?  

40. Who did Niniane name Merlin after?  

41. Why was it ironic that Niniane told everyone that Merlin’s father was the 

Prince of Darkness?  

BOOK III:  THE WOLF

1. How long has Merlin been with Ambrosius?  

2. Why did Merlin use “every man”?  

3. When battle would finally come, where did Uther say Merlin would be? 

4. What does Merlin mean when he said, “I think he (Ambrosius) know though as 

yet I did not, that I had my own kind of protection.”?  

5. How old was Merlin when he left Brittany?  

6. Who is Tremorimus? 

7. What happened to Camlach?  

8. Where is Merlin to go and who is he to see?  

9. Who is Gorlois siding with?  

10. Where is Vortigern “holed up”?  

11. In Chapter 2, what two people went back to Maridunum with Merlin?  

12. Where is Merlin’s home now and where would be the only other place he could

call home? 

13. When Merlin got to the Crystal Cave, what discovery did he make?  

14. What has happened to Galapas?  

15. Who does Cadal say killed Galapas?  

16. What does the person at the gate to St. Peters say has happened to Lady 

Niniane’s son?  

17. What arrangements are made for Merlin to meet his mother?  

18. Who does Merlin meet while he is taking shelter in his grandfather’s old castle? 

19. What do we learn about Gorlois’ wife and where is their home?  

20. In Chapter 5, what does Dinias say to Merlin when Merlin reminds Dinias that he 

too is a bastard?  

21. What is Dinias Brenin and what is the problem? 

22. What happened at the end of Chapter 5?  

23. In Chapter 6, who were the two men that stopped Merlin? 

24. Who do the two men keep asking Merlin?  

25. What do the two men say they’ve been dong for the past three weeks and who

do they say wants to see Merlin?  

26. The two men give Dinias a reward because what he said led them to Merlin.  

What had he said?  

27. What does Merlin tell Dinias to do?  

28. In Chapter 7, in addition to Merlin, who did the two men take to see Vortigern?

29. What information foes Vortigern want from Niniane? 

30. Who does Niniane say was Merlin’s father? 

31. Why does Merlin think Vortigern has brought him there?  

32. What message does Merlin get across to Niniane? 

33. In Chapter 9, what have Vortigern’s wise men told him about a king’s stronghold? 

34. Explain how Vortigern plans to use Merlin. 

35. What question does Merlin ask of Vortigern?  Who killed Galapas? 

36. What does Merlin ask Vortigern to give him a chance to do? 

37. Explain how Melrin is able to use his “magic” for Vortigern.   

38. What happened to Merlin at the end of this chapter?   

39. In Chapter 11, who is with Merlin when he wakes?  

40. What do the people now call Merlin?  

41. Where is Merlin’s mother?  

42. How was Merlin’s vision in the cave different from his other visions? 

43. Explain what Merlin said in this prophecy?   

44. What are the King’s men busy doing?  

45. Merlin chooses his new clothing—what is it?  

46. In Chapter 12, what did they find beneath the pool?  

47. Explain what foreshadowing is seen on pages 248-249. 

48. As Merlin is leaving Vortigern, who calls him Merlin Ambrosius and says that 

it is time for Ambrosius? 

49. How does Chapter 12 end?  

BOOK IV:  THE RED DRAGON

1. How long did it take Ambrosius to become king and pacify England?  

2. Where did Ambrosius and his men “come on Vortigern?  

3. What comparison is made between Doward and Troy? 

4. Explain why Ambrosius acted so brutally in attacking Vortigern at Doward. 

5. How was Doward destroyed?  

6. In Chapter 2, who is the first person Merlin sees when he is riding toward St. 

Peter’s?  

7. What does Dinias say he wants?  

8. Why does Dinias say he wants?  

9. What eventually happens to Dinias?  

10. When Ambrosius is finished with him, how does Merlin plan to use the Crystal Cave?  

11. In Chapter 3, what does Niniane tell Merlin to beware of?  

12. When Niniane says, “There is only one God,” what is Merlin’s reply? 

13. While visiting his mother, who does Merlin notice?  

14. With Vortigern dead, whose armies are approaching to fight against Ambrosius?  

15. What did Keri ask Merlin to do for her?  

16. At the end of Chapter 4, what does Merlin sense about his mother? 

17. Explain what happens to Hengist.  

18. When Niniane sent Ambrosius the message, “When we meet again…” where

does she expect to meet him?  

19. What does Merlin call “one of the certainties of life”?  

20. In Chapter 6, after Ambrosius became “King of all Britain,” how long did Merlin 

stay with him and how old was Merlin when he left? 

21. When Merlin starts to leave, what dos Ambrosius tell him? 

22. Where was Ambrosius’ birthplace? 

23. Describe the Giant’s Dance or the Dance of the Hanging Stones. 

24. While at the Dance of the Hanging Stones, what vision does Merlin have? 

25. When Merlin saw the depression in the center of the Dance, he said it might have 

been “…by a grave” but no one was buried there.  Then he said that he knew why

he had been “brought” there.  Why do you suppose he was “brought” there?  

26. When Merlin went back to St. Peter’s, who did he really hope to see? 

27. In Chapter 8, carefully explain what happened between Merlin and Keri. 

28. In Chapter 9, what does Uther say about Killare?  

29. Why must Merlin go to Killare, according to Uther?  

30. Who spends the night with Uther?  

31. Explain the connections between Gilloman and Pascentius. 

32. What does Ambrosius want Merlin to do for him in Ireland?  

33. What does Ambrosius want Merlin to do for him at Amesbury? 

34. Where does Ambrosius say he is to be buried? 

35. What does Merlin say about the future when he has his vision? 

36. What does Merlin realize he has prophesized for Ambrosius? 

37. In Chapter 10, what stone does Merlin plan to take back to Britain? 

38. How does Merlin plan to use the king-stone?

39. Explain how Book IV ends in detail. 

BOOK V: THE BEAR

1. Where did Uther take the royal name Pendragon?

2. Why wouldn’t Uther be as good a king as Ambrosius? 

3. Who was Uther’s second in command?  

4. Whose plan helped to defeat Octa and Eosa? 

5. While Uther was fighting, what was Merlin supervising?  

6. When does Merlin promise to return to the Giant’s Dance and who do you think he means when he says, “We shall come back…”?   

7. In Chapter 2, where is Merlin and who meets him there?  

8. What does Uther tell Merlin about what their relationship will be like?  

9. Explain what Uther means: “And now the only man in the kingdom with any real 

claim on me will go his own way, and let me go mine?”  

10. What does Merlin mean: “Our paths will cross, but not yet.”  

11. Why had Merlin asked Uther to meet him at the Giant’s Dance? 

12. What does Merlin promise Uther?   

13. What message does Uther urgently send Merlin?  

14. Who was the messenger, in Chapter 3, that came for Merlin?  

15. What “woman trouble” is afoot?  

16. Who is the Lady Ygraine?  

17. In Chapter 4, how has Uther changed? 

18. What does Uther ask Merlin to do for him?  

19. What is one thing Merlin says that magic can’t do?  

20. What does Merlin say will happen when he brings Uther and Ygraine together? 

21. Who comes to Merlin’s rom and what does he ask of Merlin?  

22. In Chapter 5, What does Merlin learn from Ygraine?  

23. What does Ygraine say she wants Merlin to do for her?  

24. What does Merlin realize that Uther must do if he “wants” Ygraine? 

25. Why must Ygraine keep her desire for Uther a secret?  

26. What “lie” does Merline tell Ygraine to tell Gorlois?  

27. What is the name of the fortress at Cornwall and describe the fortress. 

28. When Uther foes to Cornwall to stand against Gorlois, where will Gorlois meet him?

29. What threat does Ygraine make toward Merlin? 

30. In Chapter 6, who travels to Tintagel?  

31. What is Merlin’s plan?   

32. Who is Ralf? 

33. Explain “he is a tool, and she a vessel.”  

34. In Chapter 7, explain, “So we took Tintagel.”

35. While waiting alone, what vision does Merlin have? 

36. Why was Merlin afraid?  

37. What star did Merlin see?  

38. In Chapter 9, who arrives unexpectedly and what news does he bring?  

39. Who killed Brithael?  

40. Why was Uther bitter and angry at Merlin?  

41. For Merlin, why had it been necessary for Uther to be with Ygraine when it was? 

42. What does Merlin mean when he tells Uther that “You will not need me again.”? 

43. What promise does Merlin make to Cadal before Cadal dies?  

44. What star do you suppose Merlin sees in the sky?  

